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our sources we have been told that are releases are the most
analog sounding digital they have heard. And this is all due to
using audiophile practices.

 

NF: These recordings sound to me like a perfectly quiet LP
played upon a very high quality analog front end.  Is this due
to your specially modified playback and digital conversion
gear? How close could a hobbyist with a nice open reel deck,
say a Revox B77 or a Teac X2000R, come to achieving this
result with open reel tape at home?

BW: I think it would be difficult to achieve high quality sound
with a deck using the stock electronics that are in consumer
or pro audio decks it would be advisable to use an external
tape pre-amp like you would use in a high end vinyl setup
and as always vibration control and cabling is always critical.

As for the digital conversion this is the expensive part, lower
end digital converters are usually not up to the task in making
high quality transfers. Unfortunately, to make high quality
transfers, the digital end can get extremely pricey.

 

NF: Listening to Beethoven's 4th Symphony, from 1962 four-
track tape, I am amazed at the quality. This one, for me, is a
winner all around both musically and sonically. This 46 year
old recording makes me wonder if the older recording
engineers have forgotten more than most of the engineers
today will ever know. What are your thoughts?

BW: I personally prefer the older engineers, having said that
there are some recordings made today that are very good,
but overall I prefer the older recordings the older engineers
kept it simple and basically were interested more in capturing
the event in a more natural perspective.



Superior Audio Ultra High End Audiophile Equipment Review Article Magazine

Page 6 of 9

 

NF: You don't offer all of your releases as downloads: some
are only available as physical media. You state that all of
your physical medial is burned, not stamped, for superior
quality. Why does it make a difference?

BW: We now offer about 90
percent of our releases as
24/96 downloads. The CD and
DVD blanks are extremely
critical for sound quality there
is a huge difference in the
quality of blanks. The reason
for this has to do with many
different variables such as the
dye used the metal used and also the roundness of the
blank, also the close tolerances that are used in the
manufacturing process. We have auditioned many different
blanks from many different manufacturers and I feel we have
found the best for music reproduction, of course we are
always on the lookout for even better blanks. Also the
burning process is super critical and also the burner used.

We also have announced a new product called HQCD (High
Quality CD) which is a very high quality blank that is made
special for the burner we use (which is a special pro audio
burner made to make masters) the CD-R has extremely low
jitter characteristics and each release is burned at 1x speed,
it sounds excellent and is the best CD blanks we have heard,
readers can check it out at our website.

 

NF: How many customers are downloading as opposed to
buying physical media?

BW: It's around a 60-40 split, with downloads ahead,  CD
and DVD orders are still very strong and I anticipate it to be
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and DVD orders are still very strong and I anticipate it to be
similar in the future.

 

NF: Many USB DACs today are capable of 24-bit/48kHz
maximum decoding. While your recordings sound fantastic at
this resolution, how much is a customer missing by not being
able to decode to 24/96?

BW: Of course it is always better to playback at the highest
resolution as possible and there is a difference between
24/48 and 24/96, but listening to our recordings at lower
resolution you will probably hear about 80 to 90 percent of
the 24/96 playback. And, as usual, the quality of the
electronics plays a major part in this.

 

NF: How do you decide what recordings to offer?

BW: We scour through many recordings, check for renewal of
copyrights, and if they have exceptional sound and are also
favorable renditions of that particular piece it might make it
for release. It takes a lot of auditioning. Another thing I'd like
to mention is that we really try to offer recordings that haven't
been released or haven't been released for a long time, we
are not in competition with the big commercial labels. As our
ads say we offer "rare recordings in audiophile sound."
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NF: Understood, but is there any possibility of releasing
Mussorgsky's Pictures at an Exhibition or Night on Bald
Mountain?

BW: If one comes along that makes the grade of course!!

 

NF: Thanks for your time and efforts.

BW: Thanks, Nels for giving me the opportunity to introduce
your readers to HDTT
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